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ICT initiatives of the local authorities

French Regions of the Atlantic Area are Aquitaine, 

Poitou-Charentes, Pays de la Loire and Bretagne.
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ICT initiatives of the local authorities

Definition of the study : « ICT initiatives of the local authorities»:

We consider as ICT initiatives all the projects, services or applications 

developped by local authorities which use or promote the role of ICT on 

local society.

The initiatives are not always significative innovations. They are 

sometimes very modest, pragmatic… But, the accumulation of 

initiatives, and their political emphasis are becoming the base of an 

innovation climate. 

The local authorities studied are Municipalities. 

Our approach is focused on the role of Municipalities in the diffusion of 

the ICT in the french society. 



• Methodology

The datas used in this Study are from the 

Association « Villes Internet »

http://www.villes-internet.net/

We worked on 2 dimensions:

- the obtention of the « Label Villes Internet » by 

the Municipalities in our 4 Regions

- the publication of the ICT initiatives directly by 

the Municipalities on the Association Platform.
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Labelised « Villes Internet »

Labelling is based on a tremendous work by candidates-

cities, the “villes internet” team, its partners and an  ad-hoc 

jury composed with well-known experts
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• The year 1999 was a first step to launch the “ Place Net” prototype 
which turned to become “label Villes Internet” in year 2000. “Place 
Net” mobilised 39 cities and no classification or assesment whereas 
“Villes Internet” requires a fair methodology to distinguish six 
different levels : 

– “Mention Villes Internet”

– @

– @@

– @@@

– @@@@

– @@@@@

• Since 2000, 2 222 labels were delivered to 774 cities. 16 of which 
are “group of cities’, 7 are foreign cities (Belgium, Ivory Coast, Mali, 
Senegal, Canada).
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• A quarter of labelised cities are 

villages (less than 3000 

inhabitants). The smallest is 

Bellange (located in 

Lorraine/Moselle) and had 45 

inhabitants in the last census.

• The category “small cities” is 

the biggest part of candidates 

cities.  The biggest city to be 

presented at the Label is Lyon 

(445 452 inhabitants) which 

won @@@@ in 2007.
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• The Regions 

which usually 

supply most 

applicants are : 

Ile de France, 

Nord-Pas-de-

Calais, Rhône-

Alpes, Lorraine, 

Bretagne…

Number of Labellised Cities



ICT Initiatives 

• The initiatives to be taken into account are the ones 
listed on the platform « Villes Internet » 

• http://www.villes-
internet.net/UPLOAD/rubrique/pages/4/4_rubrique.php

• 6 319 initiatives were pointed out by the candidate cities 
in all the 22 Regions. The cities describe themselves 
their initiatives which can be commented by the 
webmaster. 

• All the initiatives are not necessarily major or relevant 
innovations. 
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• Outsanding Initiatives

• The qualitative estimate is based on a rather vast choice of dimensions or orientations by the Jury

• - how to interest the  public to the ITC usages 

• - how the communities invite their inhabitants / citizens to interact in the political debate, in 
the exchange with the local community. 

• - The promotion of freeware

• - The importance given to the fragile, sensitive or remote people

• - The consideration of the problems of the access for the disabled persons

• - The display of a political project about ITC

• - The capacity to stand out as a site of experiment in the field of ITC for several operations 
or partners

• - Have already been a prize-winner or awarded the distinctions or other  labels in any other 
fields

• - The consideration of the problem of the "durability"

• - The capacity to become a benchmark model for the other actors (the other local 
authorities, the central or decentralized public actors)

• It is neither an exhaustive list or a clearly organized one into a hierarchy, but a set of important 
points which allow to make the necessary discriminations between the categories " @@@@@ " 
and " @@@@ ". As a matter of fact an excellent community which would post no initiative in 
some of the orientations evoked above, for example in access to the disabled persons, in 
"durability" or in the direction of freeware, could not reach the category of " @@@@@ ".
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Focus on our 4 Regions of the Atlantic Area
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• On our 4 Regions, 

the best results 

are in Aquitaine, 

with the most 

important Group of 

high level of 

labellisation

Best results to the Label



Initiatives :
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The initiatives have regularly been delivered since 2005.

One can notice a decrease in the 4 Régions , which began in 2006 and 

pursued in 2007. 

From 2008, the number of initiatives has increased again. The increase is 

constant in 3 Regions (Aquitaine, Pays de la Loire & Poitou-Charentes). But, 

concerning Bretagne Region, a strong decrease was observed in 2009, 

followed by a new increase in 2010.

Initiatives :



ICT initiatives of the local authorities



Intiatives from 2005 to 2010  

by typologies
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• The Poitou-Charentes Région Example
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• In total, 13 Municipalities have participated to the 

Label from 2000 to 2011. Compared to other 

Regions, the participation is very low, far behind 

the Aquitaine or Bretagne Regions. 

• The Poitou-Charentes Municipalities are 

relatively absent, these collectivities get an 

average position with « 3@ ». Only Parthenay is 

classified to the excellence level with « 5@ ». 

ICT initiatives of the local authorities



ICT initiatives of the local authorities



Initiatives published 

by Poitou-Charente’s 

Municipalities from 

2005.

Among 114 initiatives 

published on the « Villes 

Internet » platform. The 

City of Châtellerault by 

itself equals almost half of 

the total publications. 
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The chart below is 

spreading the initiatives on 

different themes. 

The initiatives classified on 

the « Type » « Political & 

Citizen Life » come on a 

first position, followed by 

those having a connexion 

to the « organization & 

Governance » Type. 
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• The above graphic shows a quite regular evolution in 

the categories of our Typology. 

• The situation changes in 2010, with a very strong increase of the 

Type « Political & Citizen Life », « Organization & Governance », 

« Practical and daily Life » and « Cultural & Educational Life ». 

• The « Professional & Economic Life » Category increases also, but 

far less. 
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