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About the Commission



Commission Members
C O - C H A I R S :

FORMER PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER served as the 39th
President of the United States. Among his administration’s
accomplishments were the Panama Canal treaties, the Camp
David Accords, and the SALT II treaty with the Soviet
Union. He began his political career in the Georgia Senate
and was elected governor of Georgia in 1970.

In 1982 after leaving the White House, he founded The
Carter Center, which he dedicated to resolving conflict,
fighting disease, strengthening democracy, and advancing
human rights. He received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2002 for
his efforts.

FORMER SECRETARY OF STATE JAMES A. BAKER, III has
served in senior government positions in three presidential
administrations. In 1989, President George H.W. Bush
appointed him to serve as the nation’s 61st Secretary of State.
During his tenure at the U.S. Department of State, he
traveled to 90 foreign countries as the U.S. confronted the
challenges and opportunities of the post-Cold War era. 

Mr. Baker led presidential campaigns for Presidents Ford,
Reagan, and Bush over the course of five consecutive
presidential elections from 1976 to 1992. He is presently a
senior partner in the law firm of Baker Botts and serves as
honorary chairman of the James A. Baker III Institute for
Public Policy at Rice University.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:

ROBERT PASTOR is Director of the Center for Democracy and Election
Management, Professor of International Relations, and Vice President of
International Affairs at American University. From 1985 until coming to AU in
2002, Dr. Pastor was Fellow and Founding Director of The Carter Center’s Latin
American Program and its Election Monitoring Initiatives. He served as President

Carter’s representative on the Carter-Ford Commission on Election Reform. He has taught at
Harvard University, where he received his Ph.D. in Government, and is the author of 16 books. 

OTHER COMMISSION MEMBERS:

BETTY CASTOR was the 2004 Democratic candidate for U.S. Senate in Florida. She
has held prominent leadership positions in education, most recently as president and
CEO of the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards in Arlington,
Virginia. Before joining the National Board, Ms. Castor served as president of the
University of South Florida and as Florida Commissioner of Education. She is the

founder and president of a political action committee called Campaign for Florida’s Future,
dedicated to increasing citizen participation in public life.

TOM DASCHLE served as a U.S. Senator from South Dakota for 18 years and held a
number of Democratic leadership positions, including Senate Majority Leader and
Senate Minority Leader. Before entering the Senate, Mr. Daschle served four terms
in the U.S. House of Representatives and quickly became part of the Democratic
leadership. His support for the Help America Vote Act of 2002 helped bring the

landmark election reform law to passage in the U.S. Senate. In 2005, Senator Daschle joined the
Legislative and Public Policy Group of the law firm Alston & Bird, LLP.

RITA DIMARTINO is the former vice president of congressional relations for AT&T. As
AT&T’s in-house resource on Hispanic affairs, she provided guidance to senior
management about this growing segment of the population and offered leadership
on multicultural issues. In 2002, Ms. DiMartino was appointed principal U.S.
delegate to the Inter-American Commission of Women and also principal

representative to the Inter-American Children’s Institute. Active at all levels of Republican politics,
she was elected executive vice chair of the New York State Republican Committee in 1988.

LEE HAMILTON is president and director of the Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars. Prior to becoming director of the Wilson Center in 1999, he
represented Indiana’s Ninth District in the U.S. House of Representatives for 34
years. During his tenure, Mr. Hamilton served as chairman and ranking member of
the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, chairing the Subcommittee on Europe and

the Middle East and the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. He is currently serving as
co-chair of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks in the U.S. 
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KAY COLES JAMES was director of the U.S. Office of Personnel Management from
2001 to 2005. She was a senior fellow and director of The Citizenship Project at the
Heritage Foundation, leading efforts to restore a strong ethic of citizenship and civic
responsibility nationwide. Ms. James is also the former dean of the school of
government at Regent University and has served under President George H. W. Bush

as associate director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy and as assistant
secretary for public affairs at the Department of Health and Human Services. 

BENJAMIN LADNER has been President and Professor of Philosophy and Religion at
American University since 1994. He chairs the Board of Trustees of the Consortium
of Universities of the Washington Metropolitan Area, comprised of fourteen colleges
and universities, with 130,000 students. Before coming to American University, Dr.
Ladner was president of the National Faculty, a national association of university

professors founded by Phi Beta Kappa. 

DAVID LEEBRON is President of Rice University in Houston, Texas. He is the former
dean of the Columbia University School of Law, where he worked from 1989 to
2004. From 1983 to 1989, he was a professor of law at New York University and
director of NYU’s International Legal Studies Program. He is a member of the
American Bar Association’s Standards Review Committee and the American Law

Deans Association’s Board of Directors. Mr. Leebron has taught and published in areas of
corporate finance, international economic law, human rights, privacy, and torts. 

NELSON LUND is the Patrick Henry Professor of Constitutional Law and the Second
Amendment at George Mason University in Virginia, where he teaches on topics that
include federal election law. Mr. Lund served as a law clerk to the Honorable Patrick
Higginbotham of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit and to the
Honorable Sandra Day O’Connor of the United States Supreme Court. Following

his clerkship with Justice O’Connor, Mr. Lund served in the White House as associate counsel to
the president from 1989 to 1992. 

SHIRLEY MALCOM is head of the Directorate for Education and Human Resources
Programs of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). The
Directorate includes AAAS programs in education, activities for underrepresented
groups, and public understanding of science and technology. Dr. Malcom serves on
several boards -- including the Howard Heinz Endowment and the H. John Heinz

III Center for Science, Economics and the Environment -- and is an honorary trustee of the
American Museum of Natural History. She is a trustee of the California Institute of Technology
and a regent of Morgan State University.

BOB MICHEL served as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives from Illinois
from 1957 to 1993. During that time he held a number of leadership roles, including
those of Minority Whip and Minority Leader. Mr. Michel was a delegate to the
Republican National Convention from 1964-1992 and permanent chairman of the
Republican National Conventions of 1984, 1988, and 1992. He served with the

Thirty-Ninth Infantry Regiment as a combat infantryman in England, France, Belgium, and
Germany from 1943 to 1946. 
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SUSAN MOLINARI is the President and CEO of the Washington Group, a government
relations and lobbying firm. She was a member of Congress from New York from
1990 to 1997. In 1994, she was elected to the Republican Majority Leadership,
making her the highest-ranking woman in Congress. In 1996, she was selected by
Robert Dole to be the Keynote Speaker at the Republican National Convention in

San Diego, California. Prior to Congress, Molinari was twice elected to the New York City
Council, where she was Minority Leader. 

ROBERT MOSBACHER is Chairman of Mosbacher Energy Company. He is the past
chairman of the Republican National Committee and served as national finance
chairman for the election campaigns of Presidents Ford and George H. W. Bush. Mr.
Mosbacher served as Secretary of Commerce under President Bush from 1989 to
1992, and was awarded the Aztec Eagle Award from Mexico President Ernesto

Zedillo for his role in developing the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). He is a
trustee emeritus for the Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies and past chairman of the Americas
Society/Council on the Americas. 

RALPH MUNRO served as Washington Secretary of State from 1980 to 2001. His
achievements include implementing a presidential primary allowing independent
voters to participate in the nomination process; transitioning election equipment
from lever machines to optical scan systems; designing a “Motor Voter” registration
system; and supporting a program that allowed Desert Storm troops to vote in

Washington elections via fax from the Persian Gulf. Mr. Munro currently serves on the Board of
Directors of numerous technology companies, including Dategrity, a provider of secure Internet
technology systems. 

JACK NELSON is a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and former Washington bureau
chief for the Los Angeles Times. He covered the past six presidents and every
presidential campaign from 1968 through 1996. Since retiring in December 2001,
he has taught at the University of Southern California’s School of Journalism. In
2002, Mr. Nelson was a Shorenstein Fellow at Harvard University’s Kennedy School

of Government. He was presented the Drew Pearson Award for Investigative Reporting and the
Robert F. Kennedy Award for Lifetime Achievement in Journalism. 

SPENCER OVERTON is a professor at The George Washington University Law School
who specializes in voting rights and campaign finance law. His academic articles on
election law have appeared in several leading law journals, and his book "Stealing
Democracy: The New Politics of Voter Suppression," will be published and released
by W.W. Norton in June 2006. Professor Overton formerly taught at the University

of California, Davis, and served as the Charles Hamilton Houston Fellow at Harvard Law School.
He currently serves on the boards of Common Cause, the National Voting Rights Institute, and
the Center for Responsive Politics. 
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TOM PHILLIPS is a partner in the law firm of Baker Botts LLP. From 1988 to 2004,
he was Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Texas, and was elected and re-elected
four times. During his tenure, he served as president of the National Conference of
Chief Justices (1997-98), a member of the Committee on Federal-State Relations of
the Judicial Conference of the United States, and an advisor to the Federal Judicial

Code Project of the American Law Institute. 

SHARON PRIEST is the former Arkansas Secretary of State and the first woman to hold
that position. Prior to her election to statewide office in 1994, she has served as
mayor of Little Rock. She is also the former president of the National Association of
Secretaries of State. Currently, Ms. Priest chairs the Arkansas State Election
Improvement Study Commission, the State Board of Election Commissioners, and

the Capitol Arts and Grounds Commission. She has also received the TIME/NASBE Award for
Outstanding Leadership in Voter Education. 

RAUL YZAGUIRRE is presidential professor of practice in community development and
civil rights at Arizona State University. He has devoted his career to advocacy issues
facing the Hispanic community. He is the founder of Interstate Research Associates,
a Mexican-American research association and nonprofit consulting firm. From 1974
to 2004, Mr. Yzaguirre was president of the National Council of La Raza. In addition

to his work with La Raza, he helped establish the National Hispanic Leadership Agenda and the
New American Alliance, among other organizations. 

COMMISSION STAFF

DANIEL CALINGAERT is the Associate Director of the Center for Democracy and Election
Management at American University and Associate Director of the Commission. He has served as
Program Director for Asia and Deputy Director for Eastern Europe at the International
Republican Institute, where he designed and managed a wide range of programs to promote
democracy. Dr. Calingaert previously directed programs to reform social science education at
universities across Eastern Europe and Eurasia. 

DOUG CHAPIN is Director of electionline.org and Research Director for the Commission. He has
worked on election issues for more than 15 years, with extensive experience that includes positions
with the Federal Election Commission, the U.S. Senate Rules Committee, and Election Data
Services, Inc. Before becoming electionline.org’s first director, he worked at Skadden, Arps, Slate,
Meagher & Flom LLP. 

KAY STIMSON is the Associate Director of Media and Public Affairs to the Commission. She has
served as Director of Communications at both the U.S. Election Assistance Commission and the
National Association of Secretaries of State, where she served as the association’s spokesperson and
managed its voter outreach efforts. Prior to joining NASS, Ms. Stimson spent more than five years
in the field of television journalism as a news anchor and political reporter. 
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MARGARET MURRAY GORMLY is the Administrative Coordinator for Dr. Robert A. Pastor, Executive
Director of the Commission, and as such, she has handled the senior-level administrative affairs
of the Commission. She serves as the manager of the Office of International Affairs and has
provided senior-level administrative support for the Commission. Before joining the AU staff, she
was the executive assistant to the CEO and COO of GW Solutions. 

MEEGAN MCVAY is the Grants and Proposals Manager for the Commission. Since 2003, she has
served as the primary fundraiser in the Office of International Affairs, working with the Center for
North American Studies and the Center for Democracy and Election Management. Ms. McVay
is a Certified Fund Raising Executive with more than eight years of development experience,
including positions with the Brookings Institution and ACCION International. 

PAULINA PUIG is the Web Master for the Commission, managing Web operations for the Office
of International Affairs, Center for Democracy and Election Management, and Center for North

American Studies. She is also responsible for the Web
sites of the AU Abroad and Abroad at AU programs,
as well as the ABTI-American University of Nigeria.
Ms. Puig previously worked as a technology
consultant for a government agency and was a senior
Web developer for Discovery.com.

VASSIA GUEORGUIEVA is a Ph.D. candidate in public
administration at the AU School of Public Affairs
and a Graduate Research Assistant for the
Commission. She has worked for the Bulgarian
Parliament and the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe. 

NICOLE BYRD is a M.A. candidate in International
Peace and Conflict Resolution/Foreign Policy at the
AU School of International Service and a Graduate
Research Assistant for the Commission. She is also
vice-president of the Graduate Student Council. 

JOHN HENDERSON is a Junior Fellow at the Center for Democracy and Election Management and
a Graduate Research Assistant for the Commission. As a Rhodes Scholar, he completed a graduate
degree in Comparative Politics at the University of Oxford. 

KIMBERLY CARUSONE is a M.A. candidate in International Education at American University and
the Assistant Web Master for the Commission. She previously worked in publishing and
marketing and is a graduate of Pennsylvania State University. 

ZACHARY PFISTER is a B.A. candidate in Conflict Studies at DePauw University in Indiana, where
he is also the student body president. He was a Summer Research Assistant to the Commission.  
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ORGANIZING AND SUPPORTING INSTITUTIONS

The Commission on Federal Election Reform is organized by American University’s Center for
Democracy and Election Management.

The Center for Democracy and Election Management, established in September 2002, is dedicated
to educating students and professionals about best practices in democracy and conducting public
policy-oriented research on the management of elections. In addition, the Center seeks to serve as
a venue for public policy discussion on these topics and to provide an institutional base for
international scholars to study and teach about democratic processes. Dr. Robert A. Pastor serves as
its Director. The Center is part of American University in Washington, DC.

IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS:

Rice University’s James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy
The Carter Center

SUPPORTED BY:

Carnegie Corporation of New York
The Ford Foundation
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation
Omidyar Network

RESEARCH BY:

Electionline.org/The Pew Charitable Trusts
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CONTRIBUTORS TO THE COMMISSION’S WORK: HEARINGS

Hearing: How Good Are U.S. Elections?
April 18, 2005
American University (Washington, DC)

Panel I: Elections and HAVA: Current Status

Gracia Hillman, Chair, U.S. Election Assistance Commission

Chellie Pingree, President, Common Cause

Kay J. Maxwell, President, League of Women Voters of the U.S.

Henry Brady, Professor of Political Science and Public Policy, 
University of California

Panel II: Access and Integrity

Barbara Arnwine, Executive Director, Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law

John Fund, Wall Street Journal Editorial Board

Colleen McAndrews, Partner, Bell, McAndrews & Hiltachk, LLP

Arturo Vargas, Executive Director, National Association of Latino 
Elected and Appointed Officials

Panel III: Voting Technology and Election Administration

Jim Dickson, Vice President for Governmental Affairs, American 
Association of People with Disabilities

David Dill, Professor of Computer Science, Stanford University 

Hon. Ron Thornburgh, Secretary of State, State of Kansas

Richard L. Hasen, Professor of Law, Loyola Law School
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U.S. Election Assistance Commission Chair Gracia Hillman testifies at the April 18 hearing. Professor 
Jamin Raskin is to her left, and Hon. John Anderson is to her right. (American University Photo/Jeff Watts) 



Hearing: How Can We Improve U.S. Elections?
June 30, 2005
Rice University (Houston, TX)

Panel I:  Voter Registration, Identification, and Participation

Ken Smukler, President, InfoVoter Technologies

Michael Alvarez, Professor of Political Science, California Institute of Technology

Paula Hawthorn, Former Manager of Operating Systems Research, 
Hewlett-Packard Laboratories

Robert Stein, Dean of Social Sciences and Professor of Political Science, 
Rice University 

Panel II:  Voting Technology 

Dan Wallach, Associate Professor of Computer Science, Rice University

Beverly Kaufman, Clerk, Harris County, Texas

Special thanks to Harris County, Texas, and the Nevada Secretary of State Office’s Elections
Division for providing electronic voting machines that were demonstrated for the
Commission during this session. 

Panel III:  Election Management and Election Reform

Donald J. Simon, Partner, Sonosky, Chambers, Sachse, Endreson, & Perry, LLP

Louis Massicotte, Professor of Political Science, University of Montreal 

Norman Ornstein, Resident Scholar, American Enterprise Institute 
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(L-R)Donald Simon, Louis Massicotte, and Norman Ornstein at the 
June 30 hearing (Rice University Photo/Jeff Fitlow)



MEETINGS AND PRESENTATIONS

Congressional Meeting
July 15, 2005
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars 
Washington, DC

Special thanks to the following Members of Congress for their comments and participation,
including related committee staff participation: Rep. Robert Ney (R-OH), Rep. Steny 
Hoyer (D-MD), Rep. Juanita Millender-McDonald (D-CA), Rep. Rush Holt (D-NJ), and
Rep. John Conyers (D-MI).

Common Cause Meeting with 
Advocates for Election Reform
July 16, 2005
Common Cause Headquarters
Washington, DC

Special thanks to Ed Davis and Barbara Burt of Common Cause for organizing this meeting.

National Association of 
State Election Directors
August 13, 2005
Beverly Hilton Hotel
Los Angeles, CA
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Academic Advisors
Throughout the course of its research and deliberations, the Commission benefitted greatly from
the substantial contributions of academic advisors and other experts, as well as opinions shared by
citizens around the country. While we wish to acknowledge the distinguished individuals who
aided our work, this does not imply that they agree with all of the report’s recommendations.
Nonetheless, their work was invaluable and we want to express our gratitude.
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ALAN ABRAMOWITZ
Professor of Political Science
Emory University

MICHAEL ALVAREZ
Professor of Political Science
California Institute of Technology

CURTIS GANS
Director of the Center for the Study 

of the American Electorate
American University

MARK GLAZE
Director of Public Affairs
The Campaign Legal Center

PAUL GRONKE
Associate Professor of Political Science
Reed College

RICHARD HASEN
Professor of Law, Loyola Law School
and Editor of Election Law Journal

PAULA HAWTHORN
Former Manager of Operating Systems Research
Hewlett-Packard Laboratories

MARK F. HEARNE II
Partner
Lathrop and Gage LC

STEVEN HOCHMAN
Research Director
The Carter Center

ROBIN LEEDS
Scholar-in-Residence, Women & Politics Institute
American University

R. DOUG LEWIS
Executive Director
The Election Center

DAVID LUBLIN
Associate Professor of Government
American University

JENNIFER MCCOY
Director of the Americas Program
The Carter Center

KAREN O’CONNOR
Professor of Government and Director of the 

Women & Politics Institute
American University

NORMAN ORNSTEIN
Resident Scholar
American Enterprise Institute

CAMERON QUINN
U.S. Elections Advisor
International Foundation for Election Systems 

JAMIN RASKIN
Professor of Law
American University Washington College of Law

ROB RICHIE
Executive Director
Center for Voting and Democracy

JOHN SAMPLES
Director of the Center for Representative Government
CATO Institute

LEONARD SHAMBON
Counsel
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

RICHARD G. SMOLKA
Professor Emeritus of Political Science
American University

ROBERT STEIN
Dean of Social Sciences and Professor of 

Political Science
Rice University

JAMES THURBER
Director of the Center for Congressional and 

Presidential Studies
American University

DAN WALLACH
Associate Professor of Computer Science
Rice University

TRACY WARREN
Director
Pollworker Institute
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EXPERTS CONSULTED BY THE COMMISSION

KIMBALL W. BRACE
President
Election Data Services 

CRAIG S. BURKHARDT
Chief Counsel for Technology
U.S. Department of Commerce

STEPHEN E. FIENBERG
Professor of Statistics and Social Science
Carnegie Mellon University

JONATHAN FRENKEL
Director for Law Enforcement Policy
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

JOHN MARK HANSEN
Dean of the Social Sciences Division
University of Chicago

PAUL HERRNSON
Director of the Center for American 

Politics and Citizenship
University of  Maryland

THERESE LAANELA
Senior Program Officer
International Institute for Democracy 

and Electoral Assistance 

HERBERT LIN
Senior Scientist
National Research Council

THOMAS MANN
Senior Fellow
Brookings Institution

ROBERT MONTJOY
Professor of Public Administration
University of New Orleans

M. GLENN NEWKIRK
Principal
InfoSENTRY Services

JACQUELINE PESCHARD
Professor
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México

JOHN PETTY
Chairman
TecSec

AVIEL RUBIN
Professor of Computer Science
Johns Hopkins University

ROBERT SAAR
Executive Director
DuPage County Election Commission, Illinois 

FRITZ SCHEUREN
President
American Statistical Association 

ARI SCHWARTZ
Associate Director
Center for Democracy and Technology 

MICHAEL D. SIEGEL
Principal Research Scientist at the Sloan 

School of Management
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

HANS A.VON SPAKOVSKY
Counsel to the Assistant Attorney General 

for Civil Rights
U.S. Department of Justice 

JOHN THOMPSON
Executive Vice President of the National 

Opinion Research Center
University of Chicago 

DAN TOKAJI
Assistant Professor of Law at Moritz 

College of Law
Ohio State University

WAI L.TSANG
Principal Engineer
TecSec

TOVA WANG
Democracy Fellow
The Century Foundation

HON. ANDREW YOUNG
Professor of Policy Studies
Georgia State University 




