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Fundação para a Ciência e a 
Tecnologia (FCT) is the national 
funding agency for science and 
research in Portugal.

FCT supports research with over 
400 million euros per year (on 
average). This accounts for 
approximately 30% of Portugal’s 
annual public funding in science. 

FCT is a publicly funded 
government agency, under 
responsibility of the Ministry of 
Science, Technology and Higher 
Education. 

FCT provides funding and support 
across all areas of research.



FCT supports the brightest minds, 
groundbreaking ideas, internationally 
competitive research centres and 
state-of-the-art research infrastructures.

Funding is awarded on a competitive basis, 
through rigorous, transparent, national or 
international peer-review, involving hundreds of 
independent scientists.

For greater economic impact and growth, FCT 
connects research with industry.

FCT contributes to inform public policy for 
R&D and for the Information Society, in 
Portugal, in Europe and globally. 

FCT acts internationally, with both established 
and emerging science nations, ensuring 
researchers in Portugal have access to 
international research programmes, funding 
and networks.

FCT supports the global internet 
communication needs of the research and 
education communities in Portugal.

FCT connects research with society, by 
enabling open access to all publications arising 
from FCT-funded research, and sharing 
FCT-funded research with citizens.

FCT SUPPORT AT A GLANCE FCT SUPPORTS 
THE WHOLE SPECTRUM 

OF PORTUGAL’S SCIENCE BASE

KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER

200 industry partners
40 start-ups

4 business incubators
90 Technology Transfer Offices

9 300
STUDENTSHIPS

AND FELLOWSHIPS

INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION

with over 70 countries
28 ERA-NETS

3 Joint Programming Initiatives
1.72% Horizon 2020 Funding

257
R&D CENTRES

11 graded Exceptional
60 graded Excellent

98
FCT PHD PROGRAMMES

with 2 460 
PhD Studentships

4 300
R&D PROJECT GRANTS

 involving 
20 000 researchers

900
RESEARCH 
POSITIONS

40
RESEARCH

INFRASTRUCTURES

in the 
Portuguese Roadmap

INTERNET COMMUNICATION SERVICES

1 000 kms fibre optics cable
9 million downloads from online library

156 000 documents placed in open access repositories DATA FOR 2014
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